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LINCOLN, Neb. — Head-
lining the agenda for the sev-
enth annual Nebraska Wind
and Solar Conference and Ex-
hibition are four keynote
speakers who will help lay
the foundation of the theme
for this year’s conference
“Turning Challenges into Ne-
braska Opportunities.” The
conference is planned for
Oct. 29-30 in La Vista, Ne-
braska, at the La Vista Con-
ference Center. 

Tom Keirnan, president of
the American Wind Energy
Association (AWEA), will
open the conference
Wednesday morning and ad-
dress the “Current State of
Wind Development.” Kiernan
joined AWEA in May of 2013
and spent the previous 15
years as President of the Na-
tional Parks Conservation
Association. Prior to that, he

worked for the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA)
and was instrumental in
President George H.W.
Bush’s administration’s ef-
forts to implement the 1990
Clean Air Act Amendments. 

Wednesday’s luncheon
speaker will be Dr. Karen
Wayland of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (USDOE). Dr.
Wayland is the Deputy Direc-
tor for State and Local Coop-
eration in the office of
Energy Policy & Systems
Analysis. She is a recognized
expert in national energy and
environmental policy and
comes to DOE after two
years of providing strategic
consulting to business and
nonprofit clients.

The luncheon speaker on
Thursday will be Bob Dixson,
mayor of Greensburg,
Kansas. On May 4, 2007, a

tornado swept through
Greensburg razing 95 per-
cent of the town. Mayor Dix-
son and other community
leaders led the town’s
charge to become a model
for other rural towns who
wanted to be green. The
town is powered by 100 per-
cent renewable power, and
large commercial buildings
must meet LEED platinum
standards. 

“We are excited to wel-
come these speakers to our
conference and know they
will provide the knowledge to
turn challenges into opportu-
nities in Nebraska,” said John
Hansen, Committee Co-Chair-
man. 

For participant registra-
tion, and to view the pro-
gram, go to
www.NebraskaWindandSolar-
Conference.com. 

Nebraska Wind And Solar
Conference Slated Oct. 23-30
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