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Mexico’s President Acknowledges Distrust, Fear

BY CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY— Mexican Presi-
dent Enrique Pena Nieto acknowl-
edged Wednesday that the country’s
crime, corruption and economic
troubles have caused distrust and
anger among Mexicans.

While Pena Nieto stressed his
administration’s achievements in
structural reforms and government
programs, his state-of-the-nation
address Wednesday contained a dose
of realism.

Pena Nieto began the annual
speech by mentioning the disap-

pearance of 43 students in 2014, and
the escape of drug lord Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman.

“The last year has been a difficult
one for Mexico,” he said. “Our coun-
try has been deeply wounded by a
series of regrettable cases.”

“Complaints about conflicts of in-
terest and corruption ... have created
anger and indignation in Mexican
society,” he said. One of the highest
profile cases involved First Lady An-
gelica Rivera’s purchase of a mansion
from a government contractor. She
later returned the house.

He also noted that the economy
was a major source of concern.

Prices for Mexico’s oil exports are
at low levels, and the Mexican peso
has fallen about 30 percent against
the U.S. dollar over the last year.
Two million more Mexicans entered
poverty from 2012 to 2014.

“Today, Mexicans hear that oil
prices are falling and the dollar is
rising and, even those are linked to
international issues, they cause fear
about the economic effects,” Pena
Nieto said.

But Pena Nieto urged Mexicans to
not allow pessimism to carry them
toward those who promise easy
solutions.

“Where there is intolerance,

demagoguery or populism, nations
far from reaching the change they
aspire to, find division and setbacks,”
Pena Nieto said.

Pena Nieto pledged that in the
last half of his six-year term the gov-
ernment would combat corruption
and crime.

The written report that the presi-
dent’s office released Wednesday
reflected uneven progress in the fight
against drugs, crime and violence.

For example, as Mexico’s opium
and heroin exports rise, the country
now focuses more effort on eradicat-
ing opium poppies than on wiping
out marijuana crops. For example,

in the first seven months of 2015,
about 42,450 acres (17,180 hectares)
of poppy fields were destroyed by
authorities, almost seven times more
than the amount of marijuana. In
the past, marijuana had accounted
for about 60 percent of drug crops
destroyed in Mexico.

The unenviable circumstances
are far different from what he faced
during his last report on Sept. 2,
2014, just after he had won passage
of a series of energy, education and
telecom reforms, a success he said
would put Mexico on the path to
greater growth.
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that with our new rooms.”
The new wing has 12

patient rooms that are built

to ensure privacy. Before

the remodel, patient rooms

were double occupancy. This

because they now have that
privacy,” said Chief of Staff
Dr. Mel Wallinga. “They don’t
have to worry about that
infection rate and they can
do lot of things they couldn’t
do before.”

The older rooms were
also located on the second
floor, and staff had to haul
patients up long ramps and

same level is a real advan-
tage,” Deurmier said. “Our
staff has provided such
good, quality service, and
now our accommodations
match that.”

With the hospital’s
emergency room at the other
end of the hall, patients can
easily be transferred from
the emergency entrance to

one time.”

new wing.

it spreads them very thin.
This way, they can do it all at

The facilities also added a
new chapel, a nurse’s station
and a full pharmacy to the

“To have four pharma-
cists on a full-time basis
that can be involved in our
inpatient, outpatient care

“We had looked at

built in 1950. A renovation in
1960 that created the patient
rooms floor that were still

in use before the addition of
the new wing, without hav-
ing undergone much change.

renovating our existing
patient rooms, but we never
really came up with a plan

that felt good,” Deurmier
said. “Our architect said

running, hospital representa-
tives hope it will entice other
patients to seek care in the
facilities, as well as possibly
add more physicians to their
staff.

“This is something we
can do to make sure we
keep medicine in here
Tyndall,” Wallinga said. “I
admire the collaboration of
the board, the staff and our

receive X-rays or intensive
care.

“We have the emergency
room downstairs and we are
trying to cover our patients
upstairs,” Wallinga said.
“Sometimes, when you only
have two people on at night,

is really something that
enhances our hospital,”
Deurmier said.

The $2 million project be-
gan construction in July 2014
and was completed earlier
this summer.

St. Michael’s Hospital was

small elevators to get to the
rooms. Now, the new wing
was built in addition to the
first-floor care. The new
renovations have not only
been healthier, but also more
convenient.

“Having things on the

involved shared space and
bathrooms - conditions that
are not necessarily the best
for healing.

“I think this new wing
will add to the satisfaction
of patients and families

that for the same amount
of money it would take to
renovate the rooms, you
could add on a new wing. So
it was a no-brainer to go in
that direction.”

With the new wing up and

community’s ability to look
forward.”

Follow @alwooc01 on
Twitter.
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Pal}é-s, French Toast, Eggs, Post 791 209 Cedar
Bacon, Sausage, Biscuits & Gravy OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice

$7.00 All You Can Eat
Children 6-10 $4.00 - Under 5 free
Everyone Welcome!

Sunday, Sept. 6th
8AM-12:30PM

overnight Trip To Royal River Casino

Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

Friday
Country Fried
Steak

Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00p.m.

at Flandreau, SD

Next Trip

September 10th & 11th

$50 (per person/dbl. occ.) $60 (per person/single)
Includes: FREE Evening Buffet,
FREE Breakfast Buffet PLUS $25 FREE PLAY!

For Reservations Call H e n n e I‘l TO u rS

1-507-401-3465, 1-507-530-0587 or 1-402-394-1547

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

VFW pPost 791

209 Cedar, Yankton - 665-3562

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet
With Salad Bar

Wednesday
5 to 9pm

Historical Society of Delmont

Kuchen Festival « Sept. 12 Sunday at 6:30p.m.
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Thursday - 50¢ Traditional Wings (5-11pm)

Sign up for our email at www.jodeans.com

Jucky 77 oty

The Leprechaun turns 77!
Come out and say Happy Birthday to Gene!

We WILL Be open on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 7th.
and will be closing for the season at the close of business

*Appetizers *Sandwiches
*Dinners *Kids Menu
Salads & Baskets
*Broasted Chicken

Lewis & Clark

*Open for Breakfast at £:00AM
Saturdays & Sundays
*Happy Hour 4:00-6:00pm

Helicopter Rides - All Day
Saturday & Sunday!
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sl R SOUTH DAKOTA’S GREAT READS!
e .

_ Pioneer Girl

d Autobiogrsphy

written & illustrated by Chris Browne, and the

Laura Ingalls Wilder autobiography Pioneer Girl,
edited by Pamela Smith Hill, will showcase at the
National Book Festival, Sept. 5. The South Dakota
Center for the Book will share with the festival’s young
readers Browne’s tale of Soozy, South Dakota’s hungry
dinosaur, as one of 52 “Great Reads about Great Places.”

P f ; outh Dakota’s The Monster Who Ate the State,

Meet authors Chris Browne and o T
; Pamela Smith Hill at the |3th annual LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
CAS H South Dakota Festival of Books, ;E(;g;z; N ATION AL
o R Sept. 24-27 in Deadwood and the — BOOK_ FESTIVA
GEATS zx/HO#_“PM Black Hills area. The two will sign ‘ ., Mg
HOT 6 books alongside nearly 70 other authors at South " fer 3 HUMANITIES COUNCIL
o o Dakota’s premier literary event. For schedule and WA )
l)lva @:ﬁ% 102 8577'2;%50'5'}58'?5:‘&‘;2;11*0‘?%‘& author details, visit sdbookfestival.com. Qumanities
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