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Dear Car Talk:
We have a 2000 Lexus ES300 with 

242,000 miles on it. About eight months 
ago, we noticed a gas smell at idle 
when sitting at stoplights. We took it 
in to our mechanic of 10 years, and, of 
course, there was no smell. But being 
a good mechanic, he checked the car 
thoroughly for us and found nothing. It 
happens intermittently, and each time 
we take it in -- of course -- it doesn’t 
smell for our mechanic, nor can he find 
anything wrong related to the fuel sys-
tem. Initially, we noticed it only when 
stopped and at idle, and then we found 
that when we turned off the AC system, 
the smell would go away. Now it doesn’t 
matter if the AC is on or off, and when it 
does smell, the smell is worse. Nothing 
is seen on the ground or on the engine, 
per our mechanic, who checks it for us 
every time we bring it in for servicing. 
Otherwise, the car still runs like a Swiss 
watch, and I was hoping to get another 
100,000 miles from it. HELP! 

—Dan
You may remember that some years 

ago, when you went in for your state 
emissions test, the mechanic would have 
you run the car, and he’d stick a wand in 
the car’s tailpipe. That emissions wand 
was designed to detect minute quanti-
ties of unburned hydrocarbons in your 
exhaust. You were allowed only a certain 
number of parts per million, or you’d fail 
the emissions test.

Well, guess what 
the best-known 
unburned hydrocar-
bon is? Gasoline! So 
nowadays, we use 
that old emissions 
wand to find small 
gas leaks. That’s 
what I suggest your 
mechanic try.

It’s basically a 
mechanical sniffer, 
and it works great. 
So he can open the 
hood, fire up the 

wand and poke around the engine with 
it. If there’s any gasoline leaking at all, 
the meter will go nuts.

I’d look in places where rubber 
meets metal. The fuel pump sends 
the fuel from the tank to the fuel rail. 
Coming out of the fuel rail, six rubber 
hoses carry fuel to each injector. So 
for each one of the injectors, there’s a 
place where the metal of the fuel rail 
connects to rubber, and then rubber 
connects to an injector. Those are likely 
places for leaks. 

It could be a bad clamp. It could be 
one or more bad injectors. Or it could 
be that the rubber is just getting porous 
after a quarter of a million miles of use.

There are other rubber fuel lines, 
too, from the fuel pump to the rail, to 
the fuel filter, and the fuel return line, 
and it could be any of them. But if 
there’s an active leak, the wand won’t 
miss it. 

You wouldn’t necessarily see any-

thing on the ground or on the engine. 
Gasoline has an extremely strong smell, 
so it only takes a small amount for you 
to really notice it.

What’s happening is that when the 
car is moving, it dissipates. But when 
you’re stopped, it gets sucked into the 
fresh-air vent in front of your wind-
shield, and then blown into the passen-
ger compartment through the vents.

To increase your mechanic’s 
chances of success, leave the car with 
your mechanic overnight one night, 
and let him test it in the morning with 
the wand. If it’s so intermittent that the 
wand doesn’t find it, then have him re-
place every one of the car’s rubber fuel 
lines. That’s a cheap way to start before 
you begin replacing injectors.

And if you’re planning to attempt 
another 100,000 miles with this car, 
you’d better get used to idea of replac-
ing stuff. Good luck, Dan. 

———
What is the most cost-effective way 

to buy a car? Car Talk hashes it all out 
in the pamphlet “Should I Buy, Lease, or 
Steal My Next Car?” Send $4.75 (check 
or money order) to Car Talk/Next Car, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

———
Got a question about cars? Write to 

Car Talk in care of this newspaper, or 
email by visiting the Car Talk website at 
www.cartalk.com.
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There Really Is A Magic 
Wand For Fuel Leaks

AMOS HEALY
Joseph and Elizabeth 

Healy of Yankton announce 
the birth of their first son, 
Amos Michael Healy, on 
Aug. 5, 2015, at 6:11 p.m. He 
weighed 8 pounds, 9 ounces 
and was 21 1/2 inches long.

Grandparents are David 
and Gigi Healy and Marvin 
and Ellen Becker, all from 
Yankton.

Great-grandparents are Jo-
seph and Barbra Healy from 
Irene; Mary Dreesen from 
Yankton and Cozetta Rohan 
from Newcastle, Nebraska.

BIRTHS

Card of Thanks
Dear Friends,

As my road to recovery gets closer to ending, my family and I 
want you to know how much we appreciate all your prayers, 
loving concern, and very generous donations. We are over-
whelmed and humbled by our caring community!

We also would like to express heartfelt gratitude to my em-
ployer, Luxury Auto Mall. Their support and understanding 
has been phenomenal - just downright unbelieveable.

And of course, I wouldn’t be where I am today without the 
fantastic healthcare providers at Sanford. I cannot even find 
words to express my gratitude for the outstanding job they 
have done.

I am back at work full time now and driving again. There are 
a couple things I still have to work on, but all things consid-
ered, I’m doing quite well.

Once again, I will be forever thankful for all you have done.

Love,
Kristen (Muth) Swenson

Carpet 
Cleaning 
Special
Any 2 Rooms 

up to 300 Sq. Ft.

$7995
Expires 10/15/15

605.660.5705
605.689.2220

3312 W. 8th
Yankton, SD

Get the Clean Carpet Feeling!

• Fire & Smoke Damage Restoration
• Water Damage Restoration

• Furnace/Duct Cleaning

605-665-2929
800-572-2072

pharmacy &  
drive Up hoUrs:
m-f: 8:30am to 9pm    
Sat: 8:30am to 5pm 
Sun: Noon to 5pm

call for 
refills. 
We’ll 
have 
them 
ready.

PHARMACY
1104 West 8th Street • Yankton, SD 57078 

www.YanktonmedicalClinic.com
we accept all insurance cards.

call for
prescriptions:

{ }PHARMACY

HEATING & COOLING

Don’t Breathe Dirty Air!
cleaning

DUCTWORK

920 Broadway • 665-9461 • www.larrysheatingandcooling.com

Get your home’s ducts professionally 
cleaned and breathe easier!

 We want
 to  make you
 a  loan!
 $100 - $3000

 GENTRY FINANCE
 228 Capital • Yankton
 605-665-7955

 CONVENIENT LOAN
 1818 Broadway Suite D-1 • Yankton

 605-665-1640

BIRTHDAYS

CLARENCE SIMONSEN
Clarence 

Simonsen 
will celebrate 
his 100th 
birthday on 
September 
17, 2015. An 
open house 
in celebra-
tion of this 
momentous 
occasion will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 2015, from 
2-4 p.m. at the Rames-Bender 
American Legion Post 152, 
301 S 4th St., Menno. The 
event will be hosted by his 
family. Your presence is the 

only gift necessary. Greetings 
may be sent to PO Box 472, 
Menno, SD 57045.

MARTIN RAAB
Martin 

Raab of Yank-
ton celebrated 
his 85th birth-
day on Sept. 
3. Cards may 
be sent to 105 
James Place, 
Yankton, SD 
57078. Mar-
tin has four 
grandsons. 

 

Raab

Simonsen

C O M M U N I T Y

CALENDAR

TUESDAY                                 
Table Tennis, 8:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Billiards, 10 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Explore the Bible, 10:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Weight Watchers, 10:30 a.m. (weigh-ins 30 minutes prior), 413 W. 

15th Street. For more information, call 605-665-2987.
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Wii Bowling, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Citizenship Class for Chinese students, 2-3:30 p.m., United 

Church of Christ (Sunday School rooms), Fifth and Walnut, Yankton. 
(605) 660-5612.  

English as a Second Language classes, 2-5 p.m., United Church 
of Christ, Fifth and Walnut, Yankton. (605) 660-5612.

Conversational English Class, 6:30-8 p.m., Southeast Job Link, 
1200 W. 21st St.

AA, Alano Group, 7 p.m., step meeting, 1019 W. 9th St, Yankton. 
Bingo, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685. (Open to the public)

SECOND TUESDAY
Caregiver Dementia Support Group, 4 p.m., The Center, 900 

Whiting Drive, Yankton.
VFW Auxiliary, 7:30 p.m., 209 Cedar Street

WEDNESDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Nurse, 10 a.m.-noon, The Center, 605-665-4685
Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Whist, 12:30 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Partnership Bridge, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Rummikub, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Penny Bingo, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Chair Massage, 1:40-3:50 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Citizenship Class for Chinese students, 2-3:30 p.m., United 

Church of Christ (Sunday School rooms), Fifth and Walnut, Yankton. 
(605) 660-5612.  

Meditation Sessions, Olde Rectory at Christ Episcopal Church, 
513 Douglas, Yankton, 7-8:30 p.m, 665-3344 or 665-2456.  

Narcotics Anonymous “Road To Recovery” Group, 8 p.m., 
open meeting, First United Methodist Church (northeast door), 207 W 
11th St, Yankton

AA, Alano Group, 7 p.m., discussion, 1019 W. 9th St, Yankton.  

THURSDAY
Table Tennis, 8:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Wii Bowling, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685 
Billiards, 10 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
ASHH Toastmasters Club 6217, noon, Avera Sacred Heart 

Pavilion, conference room no. 2, Yankton, 605-665-6776.
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Dominos, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Love Addicts Anonymous, 7 p.m., for women, 120 West Third 

Street, Yankton. 605-760-5307.
AA, Alano Group, 8:30 p.m., speaker, 1019 W. 9th St, Yankton. 
Weight Watchers, 5:30 p.m. (weigh-ins 30 minutes prior), 413 W. 

15th Street. For more information, call 605-665-2987.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS #SD 45), Weigh-in 5:30-6:30 

p.m., meeting  6:30-7:30. RTEC building, 1200 W. 21st St. For more 
information call 605-665-3738

Yankton Area Banquet, 6-7 p.m., United Church of Christ, Fifth 
and Walnut

English as a Second Language classes, 6:30-8 p.m., United 
Church of Christ, Fifth and Walnut (entrance in the alley), Yankton. 
(605) 660-5612.

The Community Calendar appears each Monday and Thursday. 
Contributions to this list of upcoming events are welcome and should 
be submitted two weeks before the event. Submissions MUST be 
typewritten or legibly printed and include the name and phone number 
of a contact person. Send items to P&D Calendar, 319 Walnut, Yankton, 
SD 57078, or email to news@yankton.net.

Yankton’s Sacred Heart 
School has three new teach-
ers for the school year:

KIMBERLEE BULAGA 
Marital status: Single
Number and ages of chil-

dren: None 
College or Univer-

sity where you received your 
Bachelor’s degree: University 
of South Dakota 

Date you received your 
Bachelor’s degree: December 
2013 

Grade or subject you will 
be teaching: Jr. Kindergarten 

School you will be teaching 
in: Sacred Heart Elementary 
School 

List any College or teach-
ing honors you received: 
School of Education Dean’s 
List (3 years) Volleyball Cap-
tain (2 years) 

Prior teaching experience: 
KinderCare Preschool (2 
years) 

Favorite things about 
teaching: My favorite part 
about teaching is, getting to 
see the students grow during 
the school year. Also, being 
able to see the joy and excite-
ment they have on their faces 
when they enter the class-
room. 

Hobbies: My hobbies are 
going on runs, playing vol-
leyball, spending time with 
family, and going on walks 
with my dog, Peggy. 

Organizations to which 
you belong: Girls on the Run 
Coach and Vermillion High 
School Booster Club

Anything else you would 
like the community to know 
about yourself: I am very ex-
cited to be a part of the Yank-
ton community. I feel blessed 
to be here and experience my 
first year teaching at Sacred 
Heart School. This is going to 
be a great school year! 

ANGELA KRONAIZL
Marital status: Married
Number and ages of chil-

dren: three children
College or Univer-

sity where you received your 

Bachelor’s degree: Mount 
Marty College

Date you received your 
Bachelor’s degree: December 
2016

Grade or subject you will 
be teaching: 5-8 grade comput-
ers and 6th grade ELA

School you will be teaching 
in: Sacred Heart Middle School

List any College or teach-
ing honors you received: None

Prior teaching experience: 
None

Favorite things about 
teaching: Always learning 
something new myself

Hobbies: Reading and 
drawing

Organizations to which you 
belong: None

SARAH WALD 
Marital status: Married
Number and ages of chil-

dren: None
College or Univer-

sity where you received your 
Bachelor’s degree: Black Hills 
State University

Date you received your 
Bachelor’s degree: December 
2013

Grade or subject you will 
be teaching: 6-8 Middle School 
Science

School you will be teaching 
in: Sacred Heart Middle School

College or teaching honors 
received: I graduated college 
with highest honors (Summa 
Cum Laude). I was on the 
Dean’s list every semester. 
I was also a member of two 
honors societies, Phi Kappa 
Phi Honors Society and Kappa 
Delta Pi Honors Society.

Prior teaching experience: 
This is my first teaching posi-
tion. I substitute taught and 
worked at the Department of 
Education prior to this.

Favorite things about 
teaching: I love explaining 
things and watching students 
grasp new concepts they 
didn’t know before. I enjoy 
working with children and 
having a social job. 

Hobbies: I love to design 
jewelry. I have my own jewelry 
business on the side called 
The Blue Dollhouse.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
(Left To Right): Kim Bulaga, Angela Kronaizl, Sarah Wald

New Teachers At Sacred Heart 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Yankton’s Sacred Heart Elementary School received a gen-
erous donation from a couple of their students. Laura and 
Maiya Hunhoff, daughters of Betsy and Chris Hunhoff, held 
a lemonade stand at their residence on Golf View Lane this 
past June. The two students raised more than $70 in one 
day of selling $0.25 lemonade towards the purchase of 
new playground equipment for their school. The money 
was donated to Sacred Heart principal Laura Haberman at 
the school’s open house on Aug. 18.


