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in Bravo Battery in our line
units,” Schild said. “Because of
that, the state has been remod-
eling our armory because we
weren’t set up for that. We've
always been a combat unit.
They've been adding women’s
showers, redoing the toilets
and redoing the locker rooms
so there’s room for females
and males in there now.”

In addition to being able to
see equipment, Buechler said
open house attendees will also
get a chance to see something
else rare — a change of com-
mand.

“Cpt. Darrin Eichacker will
be relinquishing command to
1st Lt. Michael Nei.,” Buechler
said. “The public is welcome
to view that ceremony as well.
It’s kind of a neat ceremony.
There’s a lot of tradition to it
where the battery guidon is
transferred from the outgoing
commander to the incoming
commander. The battalion
commander will be there
because he’s the one who
oversees the ceremony.”

Eichacker has been with
Bravo Battery since 2010 and
took over as commander in
2012. The changeover cer-
emony is set to run from 1-2
p.m. during the open house.

The unit has tried to do
open houses every year it has
not deployed overseas. The
unit’s involvement with flood
relief in 2011 also forced the
cancellation of that year’s open
house.

Buechler said Saturday’s
event gives the community a
chance to see what happens
within the National Guard.

“It’s just a way for the bat-
tery to invite the public in and
get a sense of what we do as a
field artillery battery,” he said.
“They get to view some of the
equipment that their taxpayer
dollars are paying for. They get
answers to their questions like,
‘What does this piece of equip-
ment do?” ... It’s establishing
good rapport and relations
with the public, and showing
them what we are capable of
doing serving the country.”

He added that, in addition
to the Yankton community
getting a peek at the Guard, it
also serves as a way of reach-
ing out to the families of Guard
members.

“One of the (things we
hear) from the family members
of our battery members is,
‘What does my husband, or
son, or cousin or uncle do in
the Guard? This actually gives
them a visual example of what
we do and then they can ask
questions.”

Follow @RobNielsenPandD
on Twitter.
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Thanks” event, during which
United Way volunteers will
friendly-picket various busi-
nesses around town that have
been strong supporters of the
group.

Thursday will include a
free car wash from 4-6 p.m. at
the Yankton Boys & Girls Club.

Hanson said Live United
Week has been going strong
for three years and sprung
out of a desire to go beyond a
single campaign day.

“In previous years, we'd
go to the football game and
march on the field as our big
kickoff,” she said. “We just
kind of wanted to spread out
the week, incorporate more
people and do more things so
it wasn’t just a one-day thing.”

She added that the re-
sponse to going to a full week
has been positive.

“I think people like to
see that we're being more
visible in the community,”
she said. “They like to see us
celebrating the successes of
the community. They like to
get involved. ... [ think it’s
just a fun way to get everyone
starting to think about United
Way and what we're doing. It's
brought a lot of awareness.”

However, Hanson said one
of the most important aspects
is highlighting the group’s
partner agencies.

“It's about celebrating our
successes and it’s about really
being aware of the impact that
our partner agencies have
on the community,” she said.
“This year’s campaign, we're
focusing on imagining what
your gift can become. ...Your
gift touches a large group of
people that are focusing on
education, basic needs, finan-
cial stability, health initiatives,
really combatting poverty
in our community and we're
working together as partners
to make our community a
better place. It’s really about
spreading awareness about
what those agencies do, the
important work that they
do and how many lives they
touch.”

For more information,
visit http://www.yanktonunit-
edway.org/.

Follow @RobNielsenPandD
on Twitter.
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lawmakers voted in May to
repeal capital punishment
over the objection of Ricketts,
becoming the first tradition-
ally conservative state to do
so since North Dakota in 1973.
Although the signatures still
must be verified, it’s likely the
petition sponsors collected
enough to keep the law from
taking effect before the elec-
tion.

The repeal vote was helped
by an unusual coalition of con-
servative state senators and
more traditional death penalty
opponents who have fought
for decades to eliminate the
practice. Some conserva-
tives said they opposed it for
religious and moral reasons,
while others cast it as an inef-
ficient government program
that wastes tax money.

“It played into this narra-
tive that the death penalty is
dying, that it’s so disliked that
even people in the heartland
are turning away from it,”
said Douglas Berman, an Ohio

State University law professor
and death penalty expert. The
large number of signatures
gathered “tells a different
story, and its sets up a very
interesting and arguably more
pure litmus test.”

Despite their advantage,
death penalty supporters
could face challenges of their
own, said Dan Parsons, a
Lincoln-based Republican
consultant who has worked on
past ballot campaigns.

Parsons said death penalty
opposition has grown and
become more organized since
his tenure as a spokesman
for former Attorney General
Don Stenberg, who pushed
successfully for the state’s last
three executions.

“They had a lot of sig-
natures, but it’s still just a
fraction of what they're going
to need to win this thing,” said
Parsons, who is not affiliated
with either campaign. “The
campaign will be really impor-
tant for both sides.”

Some national groups also
question whether the number
of signatures will translate
into enough votes to retain
capital punishment. The death
penalty likely wouldn’t have
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made it to the ballot if not for
a well-funded signature-gath-
ering push from Ricketts and
other big donors, said Robert
Dunham, executive director of
the Death Penalty Information
Center.

“What the financial state-
ments suggest so far is there
isn’t any broad-based ground-
swell for repeal,” said Dun-
ham, whose group criticizes
the way the death penalty is
administered.

Nebraska hasn't carried
out an execution since 1997,
and the state is struggling to
obtain two of the three lethal
injection drugs required to
execute any of the 10 men cur-
rently on death row. Ricketts’
administration has tried to im-
port the drugs from a broker
in India at a cost of $54,400,
but the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has warned
the state can’t legally bring
them into the country.

The legal costs will
continue to increase if voters
restore capital punishment,
and importing the drugs is
only a short-term fix because
they’ll eventually expire, said
Eric Berger, a University of
Nebraska law professor and

death penalty expert.
“Obviously the petition
signatures are something of
a blow for the momentum
to repeal the death penalty,”
Berger said. “But overturn-

ing the repeal doesn’t solve
the problem of getting those
drugs. Even if the death
penalty is reinstituted, [ think
the state will continue to have
trouble.”

Sooner or later

everybody pays. |
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ployees working on federal
contracts gain the right to a
minimum of one hour of paid
leave for every 30 hours they
work. Stretched out over 12
months, that’s up to seven
days per year. The order will
allow employees to use the
leave to care for sick relatives
as well, and will affect con-
tracts starting in 2017 - just as
Obama leaves office.
Business groups said
Obama’s order would make it
harder for small businesses
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to retain federal contractors
and could hinder economic
growth.

“Once again President
Obama is using the federal
procurement system to do
something it was never been
designed to do: usurp the
legislative authority of Con-
gress to determine appropri-
ate workplace policies,” said
Randy Johnson, senior vice
president of the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The White House
wouldn’t specify the cost to
federal contractors to imple-
ment the executive order.
The Labor Department said
any costs would be offset

Over 3,000 sq. ft.
of vendor space
available.
First Month FREE -
if you set up before
December 1st!

Looking for handmade items, refurbished, jewelry,
antiques, etc. Must be quality items!
Morgan Square, 1100 Broadway Ste. 121
605-366-2167

by savings that contrac-

tors would see as a result

of lower attrition rates and
increased worker loyalty, but
produced nothing to back
that up.

Vice President Joe Biden
echoed Obama’s theme in a
march with an influential la-
bor leader, AFL-CIO President
Richard Trumka, who intro-
duced Biden in Pittsburgh as
a “brother” and “a champion
of working men and work-
ing women.” A few along the
parade route chanted “run,
Biden, run,” in a reference to
Biden’s ongoing deliberations
about whether to run for
president in 2016.

In 1999, 44% of South Dakota’s high school kids
were smokers. Today only 16.5% of them are.
Even so, that still means, 21,000 SD kids

alive today will die early from smoking.

Learn how you can help at: \Og# ] souTH DAk

www.BefreeSD.com IS

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet
With Salad Bar

Every
Wednesday
5 to 9pm

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

VFW
Post 791 209 Cedar
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice

Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic

Beers $1.50
Adults $9.00, Children 3-10 $4.00, 5-7 pm — Hamburger/

/St. George Catholic Church
Scotland, SD

Sunday, Sept. 13 - Serving 4-7pm
°

3
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Children under 3 eat free
Broasted chicken, baked ham, cheese
potatoes, green beans, salads, homemade
buns, variety of pies, and beverages. Carry out available.
Raffle tickets available for many prizes.

Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

Mustard Crusted
Pork Loin

5K & 1-Mile

T-Shirts & After Race

Snacks Provided!

Sponsored by: Seventh-Day CHANGING THE WORLS

Adventist Church

FUN RUN

Sunday, September 20
9:00AM « $20

Registration: Tripp Park « 8:00AM

ADRA

ONE LIFE AT A TIME

FALL

IN
THE

PARK

“LEWIS + CLARK

N

PARKS September 19 | 1PM - 5PM

Degartment o Game, Fish and Parks .

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS:

e Zoomobile
o Wii Ski - jet ski simulator

¢ TIPS (Turn in Poachers) trailer

¢ Miniature Golf
¢ Butterfly Maze
¢ Obstacle Course

¢ Public Domain Tune Band
¢ Fish Tank

¢ Ducks Unlimited games

¢ Nature Bingo

¢ Nature Scavenger Hunt

¢ Archery/Air Rifle

¢ And much more!
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N, Lewis & Clark Recreation Area
~+ 5 miles west of Yankton, SD on Hwy 52.
605.668.2985 for more information.
Park entrance license required.
Daily License - $6/vehicle.

Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00p.m.

%ﬁ/ / X\ﬁ@ 4 <1
ﬂ@ "o Grill
407 Walnut - Yankton

605.689.2244

FoOTBALL DEALS S o W
Sunday - $10 Bucket O’ Beer 4:30-6:00
Monday - $5 Cheeseburger & Fries (5-11pm) —
Ty 20 T i) | (e

12th Annual
Twin Rivers Old Iron Assoc.

FanvesuEestiyal
Saturday & Sunday,
September 12 & 13

(At the Farm, 1/8 mile west)
Featuring..

.John Deere Tractors
and Machinery
Farm Parade Both Days 1PM

19th Annual
Historical Society of Delmont

(Downtown Delmont)
Downtown Parade 11AM

Baling « Parades
Plowing

Corn Shelling
Tractor Pull
Pedal Pull
Threshing
Historic DVD’s

Flea Market Space
Demonstrations

Exhibits « Kuchen

Steam Tractor

Old Time Fiddlers

Kid’s Rides

Kuchen Queens Crowned

Petting Zoo

Church Service

Quilt Show e Crafts
Art Show/Sale
Pumphouse Museum
Lunch ~ Both Sites
Historic Speakers

For more information: www.delmontsd.org or www.twinriversoldiron.com
or call (605) 779-5291, (605) 999-3496, (605) 779-2211




