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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD	^	 8	 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

Odd 
Squad

Wild 
Kratts Å

Cyber-
chase

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Charlie 
Rose

McLaugh-
lin Group

Market to 
Market Å

American Masters (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

POV “Cutie and the Boxer” Mar-
riage of Ushio and Noriko Shino-
hara. (N) Å

Dakota 
Life

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartlnd

American Masters (In 
Stereo) Å

 KTIV	 $	 4	 $ Meredith Vieira Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Best Time Ever Dateline NBC (In Stereo) Å News 4 Tonight Show Seth Meyers Daly Extra (N) Paid

 NBC
 KDLT	 %	 5	 %

Hot Bench 
(N) Å

Hot Bench 
(N) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Best Time Ever With 
Neil Patrick Harris 
“Episode 1”

Dateline NBC (In Stereo) Å KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 
(In Stereo) Å

Late Night With Seth 
Meyers (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

KDLT 
News Å

(Off Air)

 KCAU	)	 6	 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News at ABC News Inside Last Man ABC Fall Shark Tank 20/20 (N) Å News Sports Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside Castle

 CBS
 KELO	 +	 3	 +

The Dr. Oz Show (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight

Elementary Watson 
and Holmes search for 
Alfredo. Å

Hawaii Five-0 Stop-
ping a fanatical pa-
triot. Å

Blue Bloods Danny 
tries to track down a 
shooter. Å

News Sports 
Zone

The Late Show With 
Stephen Colbert (N) 
(In Stereo)

The Late Late Show 
With James Cor-
den Å

News The Insid-
er (N) Å

 ABC
 KSFY	 `	 7	 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Inside 
Edition 
(N) Å

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC 
World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Last Man 
Standing 
Å

ABC Fall 
Preview 
Special

Shark Tank Guest 
Shark Nick Woodman. 
Å (DVS)

20/20 (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live 
(In Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Extra 
(N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG	.	13	& The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy News CBS Jeopardy Wheel Elementary Å Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Late Show-Colbert James Corden Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW	5	 9	 _

The Real (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

Steve Harvey (In Ste-
reo) Å

Hot in 
Cleveland

Hot in 
Cleveland

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Gotham “The Anvil or the Hammer; All Happy 
Families Are Alike” The Ogre breaks Barbara 
down. Å (DVS)

Crime Watch Daily (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

Modern 
Family Å

Modern 
Family Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

RightThis-
Minute 
(N)

TMZ (N) Å TouchVi-
sion News

 KLKN	  	 The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Last Man ABC Fall Shark Tank 20/20 (N) Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Dr. Phil Å Leverage Å
 KOLN	  	 Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Elementary Å Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Late Show-Colbert James Corden Paid McMillan Gallery
 KPTH	  	 Hot Hot Celebrity Celebrity Big Bang Big Bang Mike Mod Fam Gotham The Ogre breaks Barbara down. News at Mod Fam Mike Two Men Two Men Cleve Mother Paid Middle Office
 KSCB	  97	 S Ade Bill Win Love- Reflec Z. Levitt Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley International Faith V’Impe Jewish Hour of Kenneth Life To J. Meyer International Faith Joni 
 KSIN	  99	, WordGirl Arthur Wild Wild Odd PBS NewsHour (N) Iowa In Wash Iowa Pr’s Market An Irish Christmas Business Last Tango (Off Air)
 KXNE	  	 ( Curious Curious Arthur Odd Wild Wild PBS NewsHour (N) Foyle’s War Å American Masters Solomon Butcher Wash Charlie Time/By Keep Up (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO	  17 (401)
“Walter 
Mitty”

›	“Norbit” (2007, Comedy) Eddie 
Murphy. (In Stereo) Å

›››	“X-Men” (2000) Hugh Jackman, Patrick 
Stewart. (In Stereo) Å

››	“A Million Ways to Die in the West” 
(2014) Seth MacFarlane. Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (N) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

Ferrell Takes the 
Field Å

››	“The Counselor” (2013, Suspense) Mi-
chael Fassbender. (In Stereo) Å

 HBO2	  432 (405) ›››	“Gone Girl” (2014) Ben Affleck. (In Stereo) Last “Birdman-Unexpected Virtue” ›››	“John Wick” (2014) ››	“Dumb and Dumber To” (2014) ›››	“Kill the Messenger” (2014) Å Real 

 MAX	  441 (420)
›››	“Kissing Jessica Stein” 
(2001) (In Stereo) Å

››	“Alpha Dog” (2006) Bruce Willis, Emile 
Hirsch. (In Stereo) Å

›››	“Jackie Brown” (1997) Pam Grier. A fearless flight 
attendant gets in trouble with the law.

Strike Back (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Strike Back (In Ste-
reo) Å

Strike Back (In Ste-
reo) Å

“A Wife’s Secret” 
(2014) (In Stereo)

“Grilled” (2006) Ray 
Romano. Å

 MAX2 “Sweeney Todd: Barber” ›››	“Little Miss Sunshine” ››	“Reindeer Games” (2000) Å Strike Back Å ››	“Divergent” (2014) Shailene Woodley. Å ››	“Disturbia” (2007) Å Femme Trick
 SHOW	  451 (435) “Arachnophobia” ››	“Wolves” (2014) Å “The Last Exorcism Part II” Meat Loaf-Hell ››	“Camp X-Ray” (2014, Drama) Å Ray Donovan A Sea Inside the NFL Jim Rome, Sho Sex
 SHOW2 ››	“The Lucky Ones” Å ››	“Dangerous Minds” Å ›››	“St. Vincent” (2014) Bill Murray. Ray Donovan Masters of Sex Jimi Hendrix: Electric Church ››	“Delivery Man” (2013) (In Stereo) Carousel
 TMC	  461 (455) ››	“Last Vegas” ›››	“Twelve Monkeys” (1995) Å ›	“Next Day Air” (2009) Å “Larry the Cable Guy” ››	“Last Vegas” (2013) (In Stereo) ›››	“Twelve Monkeys” (1995) Å “Death Squad”

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E	  57	I Behind Bars Behind Bars Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds
 AMC	  41	V ››	“Get Smart” (2008) Steve Carell. Å ›	“Coyote Ugly” (2000) Piper Perabo. Å ›››	“Erin Brockovich” (2000, Drama) Julia Roberts. Å Fear the Walking “Legend of the Fist: The Return”
 ANPL	  19	K To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced Treehouse Masters Tanked (N) Treehouse Masters Tanked (In Stereo) To Be Announced To Be Announced
 BRAVO	  25	W ›	“Two Can Play That Game” (2001) ›	“Big Momma’s House 2” (2006) ››	“Big Momma’s House” (2000) ››	“Big Momma’s House” (2000) ›	“Big Momma’s House 2” (2006) “Two Can Play”
 CMTV	  38	Ω Funny Videos Funny Videos Reba Reba Å Reba Reba Reba Gaines. Gaines. Party Down South Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Pontoon Raising Raising
 CNBC	  53	T Closing Bell (N) Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed Paid Cooking
 CNN	  33	Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room The Situation Room E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper CNN Tonight CNN Special Program
 COM	  45	≠ South Pk Futurama Futurama The Nightly Show ››	“Pineapple Express” (2008) Seth Rogen. Å Futurama Futurama Moon. South Pk Archer Archer ›››	“Superbad” (2007) Jonah Hill. Å Rannaz
 CSPAN	  49	1 Capitol Hill Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches.
 DISC	  34	L Edge of Alaska Edge of Alaska Edge of Alaska Bering Sea Gold Bering Sea Gold Bering Sea Gold Edge of Alaska (N) Bering Sea Gold Edge of Alaska Bering Sea Gold To Be Announced
 DISN	  64	D Austin Austin Bunk’d Bunk’d ››	“16 Wishes” (2010) Debby Ryan. Jessie Girl I Didn’t Dog Droid Penn Jessie Girl I Didn’t Dog Liv-Mad. Liv-Mad. ANT Shake It
 DISXD	  65 (103) Penn Gaming Kickin’ It Mighty Nintendo World Droid Gravity The 7D Wander Wander Wander Phineas Phineas Becom Lab Rats Lab Rats- Mig. Lab Rats: Bio. Tron Dr. Who
 E!TV	  51	Æ Kardashian Kardashian Total Divas E! News (N) Botched Botched Soup Issues E! News (N) Soup Issues WAGS WAGS
 ENC	  400 (480) Mon ››	“Flightplan” (2005) Å ››	“The Frighteners” (1996) Å ›››	“Guardians of the Galaxy” Å ››	“Deliver Us From Evil” (2014) Å ››	“Vacancy” (2007) Å ›››	“Primal Fear” (1996)
 ESPN	  28	8 NFL Live Question Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å Football College Football Florida State at Boston College. (N) Å SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2	  29	9 His & Hers Å Question Outside Around Pardon NFL Live (N) Å High School Football NFL Live Å Baseball Tonight 30 for 30 Å 30 for 30 Å
 EWTN	  74	± Catholic Cross Grandp. The Poor News Serra Daily Mass - Olam Life on the Rock News Rosary The Mercy Courage. Women Daily Mass - Olam Life on the Rock News The 
 FAM	  62	H Reba Reba Reba ››	“Burlesque” (2010) Cher, Christina Aguilera. ›››	“Grease” (1978) John Travolta, Olivia Newton-John. The 700 Club Å “Another Cinderella Story” (2008) Paid Paid
 FOOD	  56	? Chopped Chopped Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive
 FS1	  63	< Soccer NASCAR Racing America’s Pregame MLB Whiparound Setup NASCAR Racing FOX Sports Live (N) Countdown FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live Kickoff
 FX	  23	X Anger Anger Two Men Two Men ››	“Horrible Bosses” (2011, Comedy) ›	“Identity Thief” (2013) Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy. ›	“Identity Thief” (2013) Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy. Bastard Exec.
 FXNWS	  50	P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File Hannity Greta Van Susteren
 FSN	  35	; PowerShares Champions Series Tennis UEFA Europa 3 Wide Twins MLB Baseball: Angels at Twins Twins Jerry Kill Vikings Vikings MLB Baseball: Angels at Twins
 GOLF	  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf BMW Championship, Second Round. (N) (Live) Golf Central (N) PGA Tour Golf BMW Championship, Second Round. European PGA Tour Golf Golf
 HALL	  22	A Little House/Prairie The Waltons The Waltons The Waltons Cedar Cove Å Middle Middle Middle Middle Golden Golden Golden Golden Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier
 HGTV	  54	B Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Tiny Tiny Tiny Tiny Tiny Tiny Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Tiny Tiny Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 HIST	  46	O Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens (N) Ancient Aliens Knights Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens
 LIFE	  58	= Bring It! Å Bring It! Å Bring It! Å Bring It! Å Bring It! (N) Å Bring It! (N) Å Atlanta Plastic Atlanta Plastic Bring It! Å Bring It! Å Atlanta Plastic
 MSNBC	  66	R MSNBC Live (N) MSNBC Live (N) MSNBC Live (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Lockup: Pendleton Lockup: Pendleton Lockup: Colorado Lockup: Colorado Lockup: Colorado
 NGEO	  108 (152) Inside 9/11: War Inside 9/11: Zero Hour Explorer Explorer 400 Emerald Explorer 400 Emerald Explorer Explorer Explorer
 NICK	  32	E Sponge. Sponge. Alvinnn!!! “SpongeBob SquarePants” Sponge. Sponge. Harvey Pig Goat Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends Friends Å Friends Prince Prince Prince
 RFDTV	   (131) Nashville Country Ralph Emery Farmwk. Porter Jimmy Rural Family Reunion Reporter TruCoun Magnus Roping Cowboy Rural Family Reunion Reporter Virginia Paid Paid
 SPIKE	  30	¨ Road; Dynamite Unrivaled Cops Cops Jail Å Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å
 STARZ	  417 (465) ›››	“Frequency” (2000) “Alexander and the Terrible” ››	“Thor: The Dark World” (2013) ›››	“Fury” (2014) Brad Pitt. iTV. (In Stereo) Å Blunt Survivors ››	“Ghost Rider” (2007) Nicolas Cage. Fury Å
 SYFY	  44	N “Fifth Element” ›››	“Fright Night” (2011, Horror) Anton Yelchin. ››	“Underworld” (2003) Kate Beckinsale. Z Nation (N) Continuum (N) Z Nation Continuum Dominion
 TBS	  36	Y Friends Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld ››	“The Longest Yard” (2005) Adam Sandler. ›	“Mr. Deeds” (2002) Adam Sandler. Cougar Cougar ››	“The Longest Yard”
 TCM	  76	U ››	“Catlow” (1971) Yul Brynner. ›››	“The Thomas Crown Affair” Å ››	“Hold That Ghost” ›››	“Buck Privates” Å ››	“In the Navy” (1941) Bud Abbott. ››	“Rio Rita” (1942) Los
 TLC	  43	M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT	  37	[ Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å (DVS) ››	“The Taking of Pelham 123” (2009) Cold Justice Å Cold Justice: Cold Justice Å Cold Justice: Hawaii Five-0 Å Hawaii Five-0 Å Hawaii Five-0 Å
 TOON	  42	F We Bare Gumball Drama Teen Teen We Bare Gumball Regular King/Hill King/Hill Cleve Cleve Fam Guy Fam Guy Jesus Loiter Face Eric Superjail Cleve American Fam Guy
 TRAV	  24	J My.- Monument My.- Monument Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum My.- Monument Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum My.- Monument Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum
 TRUTV	  52	Ø World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Jokers Jokers Hack Six Degr. World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Jokers Jokers Hack Six Degr.
 TVLND	  47	G Bonanza Gilligan Gilligan Gilligan FactsLife FactsLife FactsLife FactsLife ››	“Kindergarten Cop” (1990) Premiere. Å Gaffigan King King King King of Queens Mother Mother Chris
 UNI	  	 µ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Hotel Notic. Muchacha Amores con Lo Imperdonable Creo/los Hombres Impacto Noticiero Contacto Deportivo Corona de lágrimas Alma P. Luche
 USA	  31	Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles
 VH1	  39	º Dating ›››	“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” (1986) (In Stereo) Saturday Night Live in the ’80s Saturday Night Live in ’90s: Pop Culture Dating Naked Dating Naked Dating Naked Dating Naked
 WE	  124	> Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra on Top Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra on Top Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra
 WGN	  	 2 Blue Bloods Å Blue Bloods Å Blue Bloods Å Funny Videos Funny Videos Funny Videos Funny Videos Funny Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother Rules Rules
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It was much the same story when Fitzsimmons 
accepted the position as head cross country coach at 
USD in 2008 – a long-time dream of his, he said.

A pair of Yankton assistants then took over head 
coaching duties, Dave Dannenbring in cross country, 
and Luke Youmans in gymnastics and track.

“I remember thinking, if I stay the whole time, 
they would never get the opportunity,” Fitzsimmons 
said. “Everything was lining up for me to make that 
happen.”

During his stay in Yankton, Fitzsimmons developed 
the Bucks and Gazelles cross country programs into a 
national powerhouse.

The Gazelles won five straight Class AA state 
championships and the Bucks won three in a row. 
Yankton also had four consecutive combined team 
titles, not to mention three runner-ups, two third-place 
finishes and four fourth-place finishes.

Yankton was also a force on the national scene, 
as the girls competed in all four Nike Team Nationals 
(now known as the Nike Nationals), while the boys’ 
team made one NTN appearance.

Outside of the national meets, perhaps the big-
gest test for Yankton was annually competing for the 
Eastern South Dakota Conference (ESD) crowns. 
In Fitzsimmons’ tenure, Yankton won 19 ESD team 
championships and were second four times.

Success in consecutive years became the talk of 
the state, as Fitzsimmons remembers other coaches 
saying to him over the years.

“You just don’t hear of competitive conferences 
where teams are able to be successful one year after 
another,” Fitzsimmons said. “They hold a little more 
of a special place in my heart. I don’t think there’s a 
conference in the country you could compare it to.”

And even now that Fitzsimmons is in his eighth 
season at USD, he still finds himself accidentally refer-
encing the ESD while talking to his runners.

“They look at me like, ‘What?’” Fitzsimmons joked.
The legacy of Fitzsimmons still lives on at YHS, 

where the Bucks and Gazelles remain perennial 
contenders for state cross country titles. That, he said, 
was his ultimate goal when leaving in 2008.

“Since I left, that’s probably the thing that makes 
me the most proud: I didn’t leave them an empty 
cupboard,” Fitzsimmons said. 

SHARI JOHNSON
Competing for championships became something 

Shari Johnson was familiar with during her athletic 
career.

She won a state basketball title and was part of a 
state runner-up volleyball team while in high school, 
not to mention a handful of soccer titles, and came up 
just short of a national championship while in college.

Does she often think back to those moments? 
All the time, said Johnson, now 35 and living in 

South Minneapolis, Minnesota, where she is a physi-
cal therapist.

“My friends are having kids now and they’re going 
through high school, so it’s such a different world,” she 
said. “I couldn’t imagine being there for all those times 
without my teammates. It was a great time; I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”

Johnson, a 1998 Yankton High School graduate, 
may not rank among the all-time leaders in Gazelles 
basketball history, but she was nonetheless a valu-
able piece to a program that was a perennial title 
contender at that time.

Yankton, then coached by Doug Pesicka, won 
three Eastern South Dakota Conference crowns and 
captured the 1996 state Class AA championship, 
beating long-time nemesis Sioux Falls Roosevelt.

Johnson, a junior that season, remembers clearly 
being excited to win a championship with best friend 
Katie Heine.

“To win that with her was pretty exciting,” Johnson 
said. “Plus, we beat Roosevelt — it was a little gratify-
ing.

“All those bus trips; staying in the hotels with your 
friends, I think about it a lot,” she added.

Volleyball may have not been Johnson’s primary 

sport, but she nonetheless helped the Gazelles reach 
the 1997 state Class AA championship match – in ad-
dition to two conference titles during her career.

One moment she remembers clearly from her 
volleyball days? Playing a new sport and doing so in 
Spandex, Johnson said.

Yankton began playing volleyball during her eighth 
grade year and by the time she was a senior, the 
Gazelles began wearing Spandex – “literally the end 
of the world,” Johnson joked.

“Ginger Larsen was our coach at the time, and 
she made us put them on,” Johnson said. “It was hard 
that first game, trust me.”

After graduation, Johnson moved on to South 
Dakota State, where she played basketball for the 
Jackrabbits – two seasons for coach Nancy Neiber, 
then two seasons for Aaron Johnston.

The Jacks won 28 games during Johnson’s senior 
season (2001-02) and reached the NCAA Division II 
National Tournament semifinals. A season later, with 
Johnson gone, SDSU won the national title.

“I like to say we brought those freshmen along,” 
Johnson joked.

NICK SMITH
It has only been 11 years since Nick Smith gradu-

ated from Yankton High School, but his legacy on the 
wrestling mat still lives on.

Smith, a 2004 graduate, put together one of the 
most dominant athletic careers in the long history 
at YHS. He had a career record of 145-5, with four 
Eastern South Dakota Conference titles and four state 
championships (2001-04) –  the only Buck to ever win 
more than two state titles.

And in the eyes of his former coach, Smith 
could’ve been inducted into the Hall of Fame almost 
immediately.

“He’s a kid, with all his accomplishments, he could 
have been inducted the day after the state wrestling 
tournament his senior year,” former YHS coach Murray 
McGlone said. “There was never a doubt in my mind.”

What does Smith remember most from those 
years?

“Just the friendships I made, that really stands out 
now,” he said.

Smith also had the opportunity to capture a state 
championship alongside his brother, Ben.

It was 2002. Ben was the 112-pound state cham-
pion, while Nick then won the 119-pound title. And also 
that year, their younger brother Nathan was a wrestler 
for the Bucks.

The trio was far from alone in helping the Bucks 
during those years.

“I was very fortunate going into a team where we 
had some great talent around me,” Nick Smith said. 
“We had a pretty deep team, so it wasn’t all about me, 
it was about the camaraderie.”

When Smith graduated, he was only the second 
Class A wrestler in state history to capture four cham-
pionships.

“That’s quite an accomplishment,” McGlone said. 
“Wrestling is pretty competitive in this state, and for 
him to do it like he did it, that speaks a lot to his God-
given talents.”

Smith also graduated with the Yankton program 
record for career wins, and while that total is likely to 
be passed this season by Spencer Huber, Smith’s 
career continued at the college level.

He spent one semester at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity and then transferred to Minnesota State Mankato 
where he wrestled from 2005-08, and was twice an 
All-American (2006, 2008). Smith finished second at 
the NCAA Championships in 2007-08 and was third 
in 2005-06.

Having to adjust from high school to college was 
certainly a challenge, Smith said.

“The level of competition day in and day out was 
a lot better than what I was used to in high school,” he 
said. “There was a lot more accountability for yourself. 
If you needed to get in an extra workout, it was more 
on you personally to get it done.”

Smith, who has a 7-year-old daughter, lives and 
works in Yankton.

Follow @jhoeck on Twitter
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