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Hungarian Police Clash With Migrants
HORGOS, Serbia (AP) — Baton-wielding Hungarian 

riot police unleashed tear gas and water cannons against 
hundreds of migrants Wednesday after they broke through 
a razor-wire fence and tried to surge into the country from 
Serbia. Crying children fled the acrid smoke and dozens of 
people were injured in the chaos.

With their path blocked, hundreds of other asylum-seek-
ers turned to a longer, more arduous path to Western Europe 
through Croatia, where officials said 1,300 had arrived in a 
single day — a number that was sure to grow.

On the sealed border into Hungary, frustrated men — 
many of them war refugees from Syria and Iraq — hurled 
rocks and plastic water bottles at the helmeted riot police as 
they chanted “Open” Open!” in English. Children and women 
cried as the young men, their faces wrapped in scarves, 
charged toward the police through thick smoke from tear gas 
and tires set on fire by the crowd.

“We fled wars and violence and did not expect such 
brutality and inhumane treatment in Europe,” shouted an 
Iraqi, Amir Hassan, his eyes red from tear gas and his hair 
and clothing soaked after being hit by blasts of water cannon 
spray.

“Shame on you, Hungarians,” he shouted pointing in the 
direction of the shielded Hungarian policemen who were fir-
ing volleys of tear gas canisters directly into the crowd.

Syrian Refugees Line Up For Passports
AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — A months-old Syrian government 

decision to start issuing passports to Syrians who fled their 
war-ravaged country is quietly contributing to the large 
exodus of refugees to Europe.

With new passports in hand, Syrians who fled to neigh-
boring countries such as Jordan can now fly to Turkey 
legally and from there, start the dangerous trek to Europe 
with the help of smugglers.

Hundreds line up at the Syrian embassy in Jordan every 
day, many hoping a new passport is a ticket to a better 
future.

A new travel document costs $400, and some have sold 
their wives’ gold dowry or gone deeper into debt to pay the 
fee, double what most make a month with off-the-books odd 
jobs.

“The minute I get the passport, I will fly to Turkey,” said 
house painter Ali Mohammed, 33, one of those waiting in line 
this week.

Only Handful Of Trained Fighters Remain 
WASHINGTON (AP) — No more than five U.S.-trained Syrian 

rebels are fighting the Islamic State, astoundingly short of the 
envisioned 5,000, the top U.S. commander in the Middle East 
told angry lawmakers on Wednesday. They branded the train-
ing program “a total failure.”

After the first 54 fighters were sent in to fight in July, a 
Syrian affiliate of al-Qaida attacked the group, killing several 
and taking others hostage while many fled. Asked how many 
remain, Gen. Lloyd Austin told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, “It’s a small number. ... We’re talking four or five.”

Congress has approved $500 million to train Syrian fight-
ers, and officials have said fewer than 200 are going through 
training now. One of the problems has been that many Syrian 
fighters want training and equipment to fight the government 
forces of President Bashar Assad, but the U.S. program is lim-
ited to rebels who agree to only battle the militants.

The stunning admission from Austin came as defense 
officials scrambled separately to respond to allegations that 
they skewed intelligence assessments to give a rosier picture 
of conditions on the battlefield.

The Obama administration was already struggling to 
defend its military strategy to “destroy and degrade” the ter-
rorist group with an air campaign and programs to train, assist 
and equip local forces. Lawmakers and Republican presiden-
tial candidates have assailed the administration, contending 
that it has had limited or no success in fighting the militants.

Muslim Teen Becomes Sensation 
IRVING, Texas (AP) — A 14-year-old Muslim boy became 

a sensation on social media Wednesday and got an invita-
tion to the White House after word spread that he had been 
placed in handcuffs and suspended for coming to class with 
a homemade clock that school officials thought resembled a 
bomb.

Police declined to seek any charges against Ahmed 
Mohamed, but his arrest and suspension ignited a wave of 
criticism of police and the school and raised suspicions that 
they had overreacted because of the boy’s religion.

“I built the clock to impress my teacher, but when I 
showed it to her, she thought it was a threat to her. So it was 
really sad she took the wrong impression of it,” Ahmed said 
at a news conference in front of his family’s home.

Ahmed was pulled from class Monday and taken to a 
detention center after showing the digital clock to teachers 
at his suburban Dallas high school.

Irving Police Chief Larry Boyd said the clock looked “sus-
picious in nature,” but there was no evidence the boy meant 
to cause alarm at school. Boyd considers the case closed.

43 Missing Students Are Mourned
COCULA, Mexico (AP) — On the morning of her high 

school graduation, Berenice Navarijo Segura was delayed for 
a hair and makeup appointment by an explosion of gunfire in 
the center of town. Her mother was up before dawn preparing 
stewed goat and beans for the celebration, and didn’t want her 
to risk going out. Her sister, who had made enough salsa for 60 
guests, tried to hold back the spirited 19-year-old with ques-
tions: “Do you have your wallet? What about your phone?”

But there was a reason the family called Berenice “Prin-
cess.” She’d already paid the salon and was determined to 
look her best for her big day. Accustomed to dodging gun 
battles in a region overrun by drug cartels, she waited for only 
20 minutes after the shooting subsided before rushing out the 
door with a promise to be quick.

She hopped onto the back of her boyfriend’s motorcycle 
and vanished into the ranks of Mexico’s missing.

Sixteen other people, including Berenice’s boyfriend, disap-
peared from Cocula on that day, July 1, 2013 — more than a 
year before 43 students from a teachers college were detained 
by police in nearby Iguala and never seen again. For all those 
months, most of the Cocula families kept quiet, hoping their 
silence might bring children and spouses home alive, fearing 
that a complaint might condemn them to death.

“What if I report it and my daughter is nearby and they 
know I reported it, they hurt her or something?” reasoned 
Berenice’s mother, Rosa Segura Giral.

GOP Candidates Debate     
Russia, Immigration And Trump
BY JULIE PACE
Associated Press

SIMI VALLEY, Calif.  — 
Along with the back-and-forth 
bickering over Donald Trump, 
the Republican presidential 
contest took a substantive 
and serious turn in Wednes-
day’s prime-time debate, with 
candidates wrangling over 
immigration, gay marriage and 
foreign affairs.

The policy shift quieted 
Trump, the brash billionaire 
who has roiled the GOP field, 
for long stretches during 
the three-hour debate and 
appeared to come as a relief 
to other candidates who have 
struggled to break through.

Carly Fiorina, the only 
woman in the GOP field, was 
one of the main benefactors, 
launching an emotional plea 
for defunding Planned Parent-
hood, touting her experience 
in business and taking aim 
at Trump for derogatory 
comments he made about her 
appearance. Former Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush, who came into 
the debate facing questions 
about whether he had the 
grit to take on Trump, also 
engaged directly with the real 
estate mogul while still trying 
to fulfill his promise to run a 
joyful campaign.

In one exchange that typi-
fied the broader battle within 
the Republican Party, Bush 
and Trump clashed over 
the influence of big-money 
donors who have helped the 
former governor raise more 
than $100 million. Trump, 
who is largely financing his 
own campaign, said of cam-
paign contributors: “I under-
stand the game, I’ve been on 
the other side my entire life 
and they have a lot of control 
over our politicians.”

At another point, Bush 
pressed Trump to apologize 

for comments he has made 
about Bush’s Mexican-born 
wife. Trump refused and 
called Bush “weak on im-
migration.”

Trump’s unexpected rise 
and surprising durability is 
seen as a reflection of voters’ 
frustration with Washington 
and career politicians. As the 
son and brother of presidents, 
Bush more than any other can-
didate is seen as a representa-
tive of the status quo.

Fiorina, the former 
Hewlett-Packard executive, is 
also seeking to capitalize on 
her outsider status. She was 
making her first appearance 
on the main debate stage after 
a standout performance in an 
undercard event last months.

Fiorina emphasized how 
their business backgrounds 

would help them negotiate 
with difficult world leaders, 
including Russia’s president.

“Vladimir Putin would get 
the message,” she said.

A third outsider — soft-
spoken retired neurosurgeon 
Ben Carson — entered the 
debate with high expecta-
tions after a recent rise in the 
polls that determine debate 
participation. But he largely 
faded to the background on 
the crowded debate stage.

Even in a lengthy debate, 
the 11-candidate field limited 
the amount of time each par-
ticipant had to make his case 
to the American people.

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio 
sought to take advantage 
of his moments, reminding 
voters about his compelling 
personal story, including his 

parents’ move to the U.S. from 
Cuba. He also argued he was 
most qualified to be com-
mander in chief in a turbulent 
world.

“You better be able to lead 
our country on the first day, 
not six months from now, not 
a year from now, on the first 
day in office,” he said.

New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie also tried to capitalize 
on his limited time, saying that 
while he was entertained by 
Trump and Fiorina trying to 
one-up each other’s business 
records, “for the 55-year-old 
construction worker out in 
that audience tonight who 
doesn’t have a job, who can’t 
fund his child’s education — I 
gotta tell you the truth — they 
could care less about your 
careers.”

BY DENISE LAVOIE
AP Legal Affairs Writer

BOSTON  — As a gay man, the Boston 
attorney thought he was doing the re-
sponsible thing when he asked his doc-
tor to prescribe Truvada, a drug hailed 
as a way to halt the spread of AIDS. 
But when he tried to get long-term care 
insurance, Mutual of Omaha turned him 
down, saying it does not offer coverage 
to anyone who takes the drug.

Now, the man is planning to sue the 
insurer, alleging he was discriminated 
against because he is gay. He filed a 
complaint Wednesday with the Massa-
chusetts Commission Against Discrimi-
nation, the first step in a lawsuit.

The man, who is identified only as 
John Doe in the complaint, said he wants 
to make sure that he and anyone else 
taking Truvada can get long-term care 
insurance, which covers daily, extended-
care services for people with chronic 
illnesses or disabilities.

He also wants to ensure that people 
are not deterred from using Truvada 
because they fear they will face discrimi-
nation.

“I was shocked. I really was,” Doe told 
The Associated Press in interview at the 
offices of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & De-
fenders, a Boston-based legal group that 
is representing him. He spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity because his complaint 
contains private medical information.

“I thought maybe they misunder-
stood me. I’m HIV-negative. I’m not 
HIV-positive. I was taking Truvada as a 
prophylactic.”

Bennett Klein, director of GLAD’s 
AIDS Law Project, calls the decision 
“nonsensical.”

“It’s really based on the stereotypes 
and the fears that are out there, that 
somehow gay male sexuality is inher-
ently risky and unhealthy,” Klein said. 
“We have a lot of bias about gay male 
sexuality in our society.”

Truvada was first approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration in 
2004 to be used in combination with oth-
er medications to treat people with HIV. 
In 2012, the FDA made it the first drug 
approved for pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) to reduce the risk of HIV infection 
in uninfected people.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says taking Truvada consist-
ently has been shown to reduce the risk 
of HIV transmission in people who are at 
risk by up to 92 percent.

Critics of Truvada say widespread 
use could lead to an increase in condom-
less sex and new HIV infections because 
people will forget to take the pill it every 
day.

Mutual of Omaha declined to com-

ment on the complaint.
“We have not seen the complaint 

and it’s our practice not to comment on 
potential litigation,” said Jim Nolan, a 
company spokesman.

Doe, a 61-year-old attorney and 
businessman who lives in Boston, said he 
began taking Truvada about a year ago 
after discussing it with his doctor. He said 
he has lost dozens of friends to AIDS and 
cannot understand the rationale behind 
rejecting his application for long-term 
coverage when Truvada is believed to re-
duce his risk of HIV. His long-time partner 
also is HIV-negative.

“I lived through the Holocaust of peo-
ple dying from AIDS. I was doing my little 
part to stop that,” he said.

He said he received a letter in April 
from a chief underwriter for Mutual of 
Omaha denying his appeal. “We do not 
offer coverage to anyone who takes the 
medication Truvada, regardless of wheth-
er it is prescribed to treat HIV infection, 
or is used for pre-exposure prophylaxis. 
This in accordance with our underwriting 
guidelines,” the letter said, according to 
the complaint.

Doe alleges that Mutual of Omaha dis-
criminated against him based on sexual 
orientation and disability, in this case, 
an assumption that Doe will in the future 
contract HIV, a health condition covered 
by the state’s antidiscrimination law.

Man Claims Bias Over Use Of HIV-Blocking Drug

RICK LOOMIS/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
Republican presidential candidates Donald Trump and Jeb Bush chat before the start of 
the debate at the Reagan Library in Simi Valley, Calif., on Wednesday, Sept. 16. 


