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button to talk into a micro-
phone, and we try to keep
things moving along be-
cause we often have mem-
bers of the public waiting
for different agenda items.
Study sessions provide a
more relaxed atmosphere
that encourages discussion.
Furthermore, I find that
opportunities to discuss
ideas among commissioners
are limited. We take open
meeting laws very seriously.
Study sessions would be a
place where a commission-
er could raise a question or
idea to the entire commis-
sion and get immediate
feedback to flesh it out
before bringing it forward
during a regular meeting.”

City Manager Amy
Nelson told the Press & Da-
kotan that these meetings
have been used to cover
many large topics over the
years.

“We've held work ses-
sions in the past when
we've needed them,”
she said. “We do that for
budgets and when we have
certain topics we need to
dive into a little further
such as the water treat-
ment plant. We've had them
before when we've had a
major ordinance rewritten
like the sign ordinance or
the animal ordinance, which
we updated recently.”

If the City of Yankton
would adopt regular work
session meetings, they
wouldn’t be alone in the
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Missouri River dams.

“We are just asking visitors
to be respectful and give them
their space,” Hartman said.

Even though these parks
are not seeing as many visitors
as in the popular summer
months, park employees are
still seeing a new excitement in
guests trying their hand at fall
camping.

“I think the shift in weather
we are experiencing might
have something to do with it,”
Hartman said. “Our falls are a
little milder at times. A lot of
people enjoy the fall camping
because there are fewer people
around and it’s a lot quieter.”

All areas encompassing
Chief White Crane will be
available for recreational use.
Bathrooms will be closing
periodically until November
but, as far as certain aspects of
the park, visitors can feel free
to savor the last month of the
camping season.

The broadened time frame
could extend to future years at
the park if visitors continue to
express interest in the months
following the summer season.

“I think it will continue,
based on more evaluations,”
Hartman said, “not only to
make sure it is beneficial for
the park system, but also to
see that it is not having an
impact on eagle roosting.”

Follow @alwooc01 on Twit-
ter.
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to hand over drugs and medi-
cations that are not essential
to everyday life.

It will be the fifth year
Yankton has participated in
the initiative.

“We found that there is a
lot of unused drug being left in
people’s cabinets and some-
times people who shouldn’t
get their hands on it do,” said
local Drug Take-Back Day
manager Lt. Mike Bergeson of
the YPD. “We're trying to help
them clean out their cabinets
and protect the environment.”

Many times, people try
to dispose of their unused
drugs by flushing them down
the toilet or throwing them
in the garbage, which are not
proper disposal methods. The
DEA has certain guidelines for
safely disposing of medica-
tions.

Once the Yankton Police
Department became aware
of the Drug Take-Back Day,
“We got on board with what
the DEA was doing because
we wanted to give the same
opportunity to the citizens of
Yankton,” said Bergeson.

According to a recent
press release, on the last Drug
Take-Back Day, 309 tons of
prescription drugs combined
was turned in at DEA-operated
sites throughout the country.

“I'hope people use the po-
lice department as a place to
get rid of unwanted drugs and
medications,” Bergeson said.

For more information, go
to the DEA office or contact
the Yankton Police Depart-
ment at 605-668-5210.

Follow @ReillyBiel on Twit-
ter.

state.

Nelson said the city is
studying the practices of
other cities such as Brook-
ings and Vermillion.

“Brookings City Council
holds regular meetings at
6 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each
month and they hold their
study sessions at 5 p.m. on
the third Tuesday of each
month,” she said. “Vermil-
lion holds meetings on the
first and third Monday at
7 p.m. and their special
study meetings are held at
noon the same day as their
regular meeting days. Each
of those communities does
it pretty differently.

She added the city will
explore the best way to go
about it.

“We can do whatever
works for Yankton,” she
said. “We don’t have to fol-
low one of their models. If
the commission decides to
do a regular study session,
we can do it at any time we
candoit.”

Johnson, who said he’d
prefer to see monthly meet-
ings, said the public would
be welcome to attend and
that they wouldn’t be used
to set policy outside of a
normal meeting.

“If a member of the
public sees a topic on our
agenda in which they have
an interest, they should
definitely attend and learn
more about it,” he said.
“However, they can be
assured that no action will
be taken on the subject
until it is considered on the
agenda of one of our regular
Monday night meetings held

twice a month.”

All meetings would be
announced as per state
law, an agenda would be
provided and minutes of the
meeting would be available.

Nelson added she and
City Attorney Ross Den
Herder are also exploring
whether any changes to
the commission’s meet-
ing bylaws will need to be
changed in order to facili-
tate potential regular work
sessions.

“It’s probably a good
idea that we take that for-
mal action and establish the
regular meeting times by
location and time by resolu-
tion,” she said. “Then I want
to consult with the city
attorney about changing the
ordinance.”

Nelson said a formal pro-
posal will be set out during
the commission’s regular
meeting Oct. 12.

Johnson said he sees
the meetings as a way to
enhance communication
amongst the commission-
ers.

“I think these meetings
would enrich communica-
tion between commission-
ers, provide good informa-
tion and serve as a place
to discuss certain ideas
on a more informal level
before putting them on the
regular meeting agenda,” he
said. “In short, [ think these
sessions would make us a
stronger commission.”

Follow @RobNielsen-
PandD on Twitter.

C.J.s at the Lake

South Side of Lewis & Clark Lake - 402-388-4267

Good Food — Great View

OPEN ALL YEAR!!
Great Sunday Breakfast Until 1:00pm

Weeknight & Weekend Specials! Fish, Ribs & More!
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BEATRICE, Neb. (AP) — The Beatrice City
Council has written off collecting $880,000
in outstanding balances on three loans with
companies that are no longer operating,
but it’s not giving up hope that it eventually
could recoup the money, an official said.
Council members addressed the balances
Monday night after city auditors expressed
concern over the debt. The city wrote off a
$250,000 loan to Store Kraft, $330,000 of a
$600,000 loan to 5Stat, and a $300,000 loan
to Blue Valley Automation, the Beatrice Sun

reported.

“Based upon their recommendation and
the current status of these loans, we're rec-
ommending that we write off the remaining
portion of this debt,” City Administrator To-
bias Tempelmeyer said. “It doesn’t mean we
give up collecting on it, but it’s an accounting

procedure that we do here.”

Community Development Block Grant
loans are meant to support business and
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Beatrice Officials Write
Off $880K In Bad Debt

economic expansion.

In May 2014, the council approved the
loan for Store Kraft at 3 percent interest for
job creation and retention purposes. The
company defaulted on the loan without any
payment of principal or interest after Merid-
ian Bank of Texas foreclosed on its assets
last November.

Aloan agreement with 5Stat, a Store Kraft
subsidiary, was approved by the council in
November 2009 for research and develop-
ment, which would result in additional jobs.

The city forgave $150,000 of the loan, the

company made payments totaling $120,000
over two years, and the rest was written off
Monday night.

The council approved a loan for Blue Val-
ley Automation in April 2009 under an agree-
ment with the company to add 10 full-time

employees within a year.

activities that stimulate job creation and

Blue Valley Automation filed for bankrupt-
cy in August 2010.
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EVENING WITH THE STARS

HITS OF TODAY

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 7pm
YHS Main Theatre

YHS Choir Fundraiser
Admission $5 - 5 and under free

Tickets may be purchased from YHS Choir Members
or at the door. Activity tickets will not be accepted.

CELEBRATE OKTOBERFEST WITH

ENJOYOUR

OKTOBERFEST

FEATURE MENU

Available for a limited time only

1607 E Hwy 50 « Yankton, SD « 605.664.2244

fared worse.

“Cars were stalled
everywhere,” Primmer told
the newspaper about part
of her commute. “There was
water all the way up to the
windows.”

“Any additional rain
they get is going to cause a
problem,” National Weather
Service forecaster Van De-
Wald said.

In northeastern Ne-

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet
With Salad Bar

Every
Wednesday

Joe’s
Substation

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

Engines!

Something for

Everyone!
Tractors and Engines
Farm Emporium
Ladies Building
Petting Zoo
Steam Threshing
Jail * Corn Shelling
Russian Oven
Children's Pedal Pull
Crafts & Flea Market
Toy Show * Hay Press
Baling/Bale Throwing
License Plate Display
GREAT FOOD
Historic Buildings
Blacksmith Shop
Parade * Saw Mill
Tractor Pull/Mini Rods
Rope Making
Car Show/Nail Driving
And More...
Bring the Family!

braska, Coleridge, Nebraska,
reported 5.31 inches falling
early Wednesday, with 2.53
recorded in Crofton. Butte in
Boyd County measured 2.72
inches. Bancroft, Nebraska,
recorded 4.10.

In South Dakota, 3.28
inches was reported near
Tyndall early Wednesday.
Mof the heavier rain was in
the south-central portion of
the state. The Yankton Mid-
dle School had record .44 as
of 6 p.m. Wednesday.

The Council Bluffs and
St. Albert Catholic school
districts both canceled
classed Wednesday because

Wholesome
Family
Fun!

of concerns about road
conditions.

During the storm, more
than 5,000 people lost power,
but utilities were able to
restore service to most cus-
tomers during the morning
Wednesday.

The weather service
predicts the area could
receive 2 inches to 3 inches
more rain Wednesday night
before the storms diminish
on Thursday. DeWald said
that hopefully the areas
that received the most rain
Wednesday morning will be
spared by some of the later
storms.

O The Tou

VFW

Post 791 209 Cedar

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sunday

5-7pm Cooks Choice

Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

Swiss
Steak

Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00p.m.
Sunday at 6:30p.m.
Happy Hour M-F
4:30-6:00
Chislic Served Last

You will
September 26 & 27, 2015

ioneer Acres, Menno SD
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B 2015 Special Feature:
Case Tractors
Case Cars and
Fairbanks - Morse

The good-old-days
are in Menno!

: 'J@ﬁ[m us for our 29th

Annual Show!

Indoor and Outdoor Displays!
New Displays EVERY Year!

COME JOINTHE FUN IN MENNO, SDI!
Sponsored by the MPHA

For more details call:
Jerry @ 605-387-5166
WWww.pioneeracres.com
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