VOTE YES

On TUESDAY, September 29

Vote YES to support adequate funding for

road and bridge maintenance. support the County Com-
mission’s responsible action to use a tool recently created by Governor
Daugaard and the legislature to provide funding to repair and maintain our
county’s roads and bridges.
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Vote Today!

The Yankton County Road & Bridge
Levy Referendum is today (Tuesday).
Polls open at 7 a.m. Tuesday and will be
open until 7 p.m.

Voting centers include:

* Yankton City Hall

¢ NFAA Easton Yankton Archery Com-
plex

¢ JoDean’s Restaurant

* Gayville Community Center

* Mayfield Store

e Lesterville Fire Hall

* Lewis & Clark Recreation Area wel-
come center.

Follow the results tonight at
www.yankton.net.

CORRECTION

In Saturday’s Press & Dakotan, the
photo that accompanied the story
about today’s (Tuesday) road levy
vote erroneously reported that the
railroad crossing south of Utica on
435th St. was among the sites that
could be repaired with county funds.
In fact, the railroad is responsible for
maintaining a crossing, even though
the railroad crossing pictured hasn’t
been used by rail traffic for several
years. We apologize for the error.
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More Action
Is Taken

On Mall
Agreements

BY ROB NIELSEN
rob.nielsen@yankton.net

The Yankton City Commission took
two more steps Monday night to help
planned improvements to the Yankton
Mall without the use of taxpayer dol-
lars move forward
with an accepted
easement and special
assessment roll.

City Attorney Ross
Den Herder took the
opportunity to point
out that no public
funds are being used
on the project.

“The way this
financing structure is
set up is, the owner of the mall issues
to the city what'’s called a ‘facade ease-
ment’ which gives the city a measure of
control over the way the exterior of the
mall looks and is laid out,” Den Herder
said. “Because the city has some right,
or control, over the exterior of the
mall structure, the city has the ability
to improve it along with the property
owner. This is done through a financing
arrangement that involves bonds that
are guaranteed by the property owner,
so the city has no public funds invested
in this project.”

He added the city takes on a spon-
sorship role.

Den Herder
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The Eagle Has Landed

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

The mystery “sand artist” who uses the bank below the south end of the Meridian
Bridge as a canvas added this creation early Monday. This eagle featured some nice
colors and fine detail. Past “sand works” to materialize on the south bank of the Mis-
souri include the American flag and, last month, the Riverboat Days logo.

SD May

Expand
Medicaid
Program

BY JAMES NORD
Associated Press

PIERRE — South Dakota may join 30 other
states in expanding its Medicaid program if
federal officials approve a plan Gov. Dennis Dau-
gaard is set to outline to the nation’s top health
and human services administrator in Washing-
ton on Tuesday.

The Republican governor
is meeting with Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Sylvia
Burwell to explain the plan, and
the federal government has so
far been more open to discus-
sions than in the past, said
Tony Venhuizen, chief of staff to
Daugaard. The proposal, which
is in its early stages, would make
about 48,500 South Dakota resi-
dents newly eligible for the program.

It’s expected to cost the state between $30
and $33 million starting in 2020, which would
be offset by federal funding, said Kim Malsam-
Rysdon, a senior adviser to the governor.

Some Republican governors around the
country have steadfastly resisted expanding
Medicaid, in part because of opposition to the
federal health overhaul.

Daugaard has said that he’s open to expand-
ing the program but said he’s concerned how
much funding an expansion would require. The
federal government in 2014 rejected a plan from
the state to partially expand Medicaid, a federal-
state health care program for low-income and
disabled people.

“The governor has never said never to ex-
pansion,” Venhuizen told The Associated Press.

‘Daugaard
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City Seeks Grant For Park Equipment

Online Voting Is Needed To Secure Funding

BY ALISSA WOOCKMAN
alissa.woockman@yankton.net

The Yankton Parks Department has applied
for a $10,000 Community Kickstarter grant to

install boundless play area/equipment in River-

side Park — and it needs your help.

The city’s goal is to increase the use of the
Riverside Park by children and adults with dis-
abilities and special needs.

This project will consist of removing all the
current outdoor playground equipment, which

the city is unable to order re-
placement parts for, at Riverside
Park.

The new area will be re-
placed with a new play structure
and swings with rubber fall

material or rubber tiles below
the entire play area.

Most of Yankton’s parks use
sand for a fall material, which does not allow
for ADA access. This “universal” or “bound-
less” play structure would be ADA accessible,

Larson

allowing those with ADA mobility issues to use
the equipment for mobility devices to “climb”
onto the structure through ramps.

“That park becomes a showcase for the rest
of the community,” said Parks & Recreation
Director Todd Larson. “If visitors don't get to
other areas of Yankton, they will see this new
equipment and know that we are a growing and
a vibrant community.”

This is the type of grant that has to have
public participation in the form of online voting
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Recent Rains Bolster Harvest Outlook

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

The recent heat and heavy
rainfall has fueled what some

inch to an inch of precipita-
tion.”

The heavy rainfall eased any
remaining areas of abnormally
dry conditions in southeast

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Crops are nearly set and harvest is under way throughout the Yank-
ton area. Timely rains were a big help to crop producers near Yankton,
which missed out on some of the big rains seen in other areas this
summer.

observers already forecast as a
possible record-setting year for
crop production.

The past week saw around
4-8 inches of rainfall in parts of
the Yankton region, said South
Dakota state climatologist Den-
nis Todey.

“The heaviest rainfall in
(the Yankton) area was gener-
ally in counties adjacent to
the (Missouri) river,” he told
the Press & Dakotan. “Farther
north toward Sioux Falls,
amounts were less. There was
also an area of less precipita-
tion in Nebraska. Most of the
area did receive at least a half-

South Dakota and northeast
Nebraska, Todey said.

Two areas in southeast South
Dakota were particularly above
average with the recent rainfall,
Todey said.

“Yankton had 1.62 (inches)
for the week. For the month,
Yankton is at 4.35 inches, or
1.66 inches above average,” he
said. “Tyndall had 4.22 (inches)
for the week with 5.25 for the
month, or 2.79 above average.”

The rainfall amounts were
even more dramatic on the
other side of the Missouri River,
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